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Markandeya Puranas, where castes are described as
coeval with creation, and as having been naturally dis-
tinguished by different gunas, or 'qualities, involving
varieties of moral character, we are nevertheless allowed
to infer that those qualities exerted no influence on the
classes in which they were inherent, as the condition of
the whole race during the Krita age is described as one
of uniform perfection and happiness; while the actual
separation into castes did not take place, according to
the Vayu Purana, until men had become deteriorated in
the Treta age.

" Second, in various passages from these Brahmanas,
epic poems, and Puranas, the creation of mankind is
described without the least allusion to any separate
production of the progenitors of the four castes. And
whilst in the chapters where they relate the distinct
formations of the castes, the Puranas assign different
natural dispositions to each class, they elsewhere repre-
sent all mankind as being at the creation uniformly
distinguished by the quality of passion. In one text
men are said to be the offspring of Vivasat; in another
his son Manu is said to be their progenitor, whilst in
a third they are said to be descended from a female of
the same name. The passage which declares Manu to
have been the father of the human race explicitly affirms
that men of all the four castes were descended from him.
In another remarkable text the Mahabharata categori-
cally asserts that originally there was no distinction of
classes, the existing distribution having arisen out of
differences of character and occupation. In these cir-
cumstances we may fairly conclude that the separate
origination of four castes was far from being an article
of belief universally received by Indian antiquity."

The first quotation is from the Purusha Sukta, one of